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NEWSLETTER
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Dates to

2017

remember
SOUTH KINGSVILLE
COMMUNITY CENTRE
OPEN DAY
SATURDAY APRIL 29TH.
END OF TERM DATES:
Kookaburra Group finish on
Wednesday March 29th.
Rosella Group finish on
Friday March 31st.
Cockatoo Group finish on
Thursday March 30th
TERM 2 DATES:
Term 2 commences on
Tuesday
18th April
KINDER PHOTO DATES:
Kookaburra Group: May 15th
Rosella Group : May 19th
Cockatoo Group: May 16th &
May 18th

WELCOME to South Kingsville Preschool’s Newsletter which is produced once every term. A big welcome to all our new families to
the kinder and welcome back to our existing families for another
terrific year.
Term 1 has flown by and the children have been busily settling in
and making new friends. You can read what your child is up to in
their groups report in this newsletter written by their educators.
Our new Committee, with Bek Mills as our President, have held
their first meeting and are planning for the exciting year ahead.
Bek’s report is also included, so have a read and see what has been
happening so far.
This years fundraising coordinator Brooke Gooch is off to a flying
start already with a Bunnings BBQ and the Meet & Greet at the
Playshak well organised with lots of families attending.
Our Open Day on Saturday April 29th, is the next exciting event
and this year the entire South Kingsville Community Centre is coming together to open our doors and show the community what we
offer. It is a great opportunity for our kinder to showcase what
wonderful facilities, staff and program we have for children’s
learning. So mention it to your family and friends and come along
and enjoy the activities.
In this edition I have included the email addresses for our Educators and administration staff so do not hesitate to contact them if
you need to. If you require to meet with your child’s educator just
get in touch with them and they will liaise with you regarding a
suitable time.
Wishing you all an enjoyable, safe holiday and
Happy Easter.

From the
President

STAFF EMAIL ADDRESSES
Elissa Stafford
Educational Leader
Kookaburra Group
Elissa@skps.vic.edu.au
Emma Mclachlan
Rosella Group
Emma@skps.vic.edu.au
Lisa DiCarlo
Cockatoo Group
Lisa@skps.vic.edu.au
Janet Nicholls
Administration Officer
Janet@skps.vic.edu.au
Sue Buckle
Administration Assistant
Sue@skps.vic.edu.au

Welcome to all our South Kingsville families for 2017! It has been an exciting term 1 getting to meet you and watching our children, families
and educators learning, creating and exploring together.
A very big welcome and thank you to all those who have joined our
2017 South Kingsville Committee, it's already been a very busy start to
the year. Our first massive shout out goes to Brooke our Fundraising
Coordinator and our volunteer chefs for the day, that made our Bunnings Sausage Sizzle on Sunday 5th February such a success! To add to
their successes the fundraising sub-committee have also already held a
successful Cadbury fundraiser. Thank you Brooke and the team for leading our fundraising efforts!
Thank you to everyone that came along to our meet and greet at the
Playshak on Friday 3rd March. It's really fantastic to see our children having such fun together and for our families to have the opportunity to
meet. I'm sure all of our children slept very soundly that night, ours was
asleep before we left the carpark!
The Committee are excited to announce we will be co-hosting our Open
Day this year alongside the South Kingsville Community Centre, it will be
held on Saturday 29th April. Please lock it in your social calendars there
will be plenty to keep the kids entertained and us! This is a great opportunity to spread the word about our fabulous South Kingsville community, please invite your friends, families and neighbours.
On behalf of our wonderful staff and the South Kingsville Committee
thank you for choosing to be part of the South Kingsville Pre School
community together we will achieve great things!
Enjoy your term 1 break and we look forward to seeing you all again in
term 2.
Bek Mills President

Fundraising 2017
FUNDRAISING UPDATES:
We kicked off the fundraising activities on Sunday, 5th February with a Bunnings Sausage Sizzle
at the Altona North store. It was a very busy day and we were able to raise a total profit of
$1,419.89. Thank you to the many families who volunteered their time on this day!

Currently we have our Cadbury Fundraiser underway which is targeting a total profit $325. If
anyone is interested in helping with the sales we still have 34 bags left to sell of Natural confectionary lollies @ $3 per bag. Please contact Brooke (brookemgooch@gmail.com) if you
can assist with selling the last of the stock
Thank you to all those who attended our Meet & Greet evening, we had a wonderful turnout
and it looked like the children had lots of fun!
HELP WANTED: We would love everyone to bake & donate some items for our Cake Stall at our
Open Day. So get your favourite recipe ready for baking that week and it will be greatly appreciated.
EVENTS COMING UP:

SKPS OPEN DAY – Saturday, 29th April includes: Cake Stall, craft stalls, sausage sizzle face
painting, animal farm and kids entertainer
SHOPPING OUTLET BUS TOUR – Bus tour with lunch included and various outlets to visit; homewares, children’s clothing, sportswear, beauty products – Bargins galore!! Please email
Brooke to express your interest - Date TBC
Brooke Gooch
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THREE YEAR OLD GROUP
COCKATOOS
Lisa & Rachel
We have had a marvellous start to Term 1, the cockatoo children and educators have begun to develop
warm relationships. Both Rachel and l have enjoyed getting to know the children and their lovely families.
In Term 1 our main goals are to help the children separate from their families with ease. We try to help
the children build secure attachments with educators as well as assist them to develop their emerging
independence. The children have responded well to a pictorial daily schedule, and often refer to them
when they are feeling upset.

The children have shown interest in imaginative play such as playing in the home corner, the fairy garden, farm yard and camp site. These activities allow the children to explore different identities as well
as build on their imagination, communication and negotiating skills.
The children enjoy the book corner, puzzles and our numeracy and literacy areas.
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THREE YEAR OLD GROUPS
COCKATOOS
Lisa & Rachel
Sensory experiences such as playdough and sand/ water activity has been very popular and the children
can explore learning through their senses. Art experiences such as painting, drawing and collage activities have also kept a number of children focused and able to develop their creativity.

Out in the yard the children have enjoyed looking after the chickens, dressing up as fairies and pirates,
practicing their climbing skills, playing in the sandpit, riding the bikes and scooters as well as playing
group games such as hide and seek and basketball.

Another part of our program is group time which allows the children the opportunity to listen to stories
and learn different songs, which the children have enjoyed immensely. We have sung song such as `5
little ducks’, ‘Old Mac Donald’s Farm’, `5 cheeky monkeys’ and `where is thumb-kin’, ask your child which
one was their favourite.
Finally we wish all of our families a safe, happy holiday and we look forward to seeing them next term.
Lisa and Rachel
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FOUR YEAR OLD GROUPS
KOOKABURRAS
Elissa, Dawn & Tina
The Kookaburra children have been extremely busy with their learning, whilst shaping their identity
and connections with the community. Friendships are definitely growing and forming which indicates
that the children are feeling more relaxed with each other in regards to sharing ideas in play. We have
been focusing on belonging, which acknowledges the children’s interdependence with others and the
basis of relationships in defining identities. Relationships in early childhood are crucial to a sense of
belonging.
The children were given the opportunity to draw their families and share their stories about their families with their peers. This lead onto many conversations regarding belonging to many groups and our
local community. Children strive for connection and seek belonging – to people,
country, place and communities that help them to learn about local ways of being.
They learn about sharing common values, traditions and practices. As children experience settings beyond the home and kinship groups in which they
live, their experiences, relationships and connections broaden. With
this knowledge we decided to go on a walk around our community. It was exciting and
the children were pumped.. In fact we were so excited that we rushed passed so many
things. However we did get to see many wonderful aspects of our community. The play
in the playground was also a highlight. We hope to continue our adventures around our
community. The children reflected on their walk and have made a great reconstruction out of boxes
and recycled goods that represents our community through their eyes.
The children have been busy cooking carrot muffins then we went on to make pumpkin
soup and garlic bread. The children were so enthralled with this and the children
thought it was delicious. One of the students thought it would be a great idea to collect
the seeds out of the ‘guts’ of the pumpkin and hand them out to all the children to grow
at home. We planted some in our vegetable garden and will watch with interest as they
grow. Planting our own vegetables and nurturing them will continue as we plant seasonal vegetables
in our garden beds.
Lots of discussions surrounding bugs, spiders, lizards, snails have been a highlight. The children are so
interested to find out more about these interesting creatures. We use the museum field app to find
out more exciting facts about these finds.
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FOUR YEAR OLD GROUPS
KOOKABURRAS
Elissa, Dawn & Tina
The children have been engaged in many different art forms using lots of different mediums. A window
of rainbows was created and we have now been using leaves and sticks which represent our current
season of autumn.
The end of term is fast approaching and we still have so much happening. Harmony Day, the visit from
Ranger Andrew and Nikola from the Responsible Pet Ownership program.
We thank all the parents who have made suggestions to our program, who have shared ideas with the
educators, who have spoken about their child’s interests. The planning book is for parents and children’s comments and we encourage families to be actively involved in this. Programming for your children is always evolving and the program book is definitely a work in progress as things happen and we
note down children’s learning. Sit and take a browse through it.

We will continue to work with the children and observe as they continue to flourish, develop and learn.

Elissa, Dawn & Tina.
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FOUR YEAR OLD GROUPS
ROSELLAS
Emma, Dawn, Rachel & Robyn
The children have settled in incredibly well. Most have separated from parents/ carers with ease and
participate in the kinder program happily and transition well between routines. There are a few children who are easing into the environment a little more slowly and will build up their time as they begin
to feel more emotionally ready to stay for longer periods of time.
The dynamics of the group are great and everyone seems to be building new friendships, engaging in
the program and learning about the kinder boundaries.
We have been learning about kinder, how to sit and listen at group times, how to pack up our activities
after we have finished, how to care for and respect our environment and how to use our words when
dealing with difficult situations!

Some children have been interested in our garden area outside, so we will be planting some veggies in
the coming weeks and will watch as they grow. Some apples on the apple tree were noticed by a child,
so we picked one when it was ripe and the children tasted it. We may be able to make an apple pie
sometime soon if the apples keep growing!

We tasted papaya fruit (Paw Paw) after another child was telling us about how their mum put paw paw
cream on a cut they had. This lead to more discussions about how the cream was made and where the
ingredients came from.

We have been camping outside at kinder after a child had been excited about going camping with her
family for the weekend. The children engaged in some beautiful role play and we saw camp fires built,
marshmallows toasted, children cooking dinner on the fire and just general relaxing around the camp
site. One child even went as far as doing a risk assessment with the camp fire and roped off the area
where the camp fire was to keep the children safe!!
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ROSELLAS
Emma, Dawn, Rachel & Robyn

ROSELLA GR0UP 2017

Please take the time to look through our planning book which is located on the table underneath the sign in table. Feel free to write your
thoughts and observations and any other input
or feedback into our planning book too.
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Australia lags behind many other developed countries in funding early childhood
education – despite a wealth of Australian and international research evidence
that suggests investment in early learning is the foundation of a "clever country".
Presently, the Federal Government's commitment to funding preschool runs out
in December 2017.
This is not good enough:




for children, who deserve the best start in life;
for families, who need certainty about the future of their children;
for dedicated educators, who commit their professional future to delivering
quality educational outcomes for children; and
 for our communities and our nation, which depend on the social and economic input of future generations.
After 10 years of unfulfilled promises, it is time that the Federal Government
made a genuine commitment to guarantee ongoing funding to enable every Australian child to experience a minimum of 15 hours of quality preschool education
for forty weeks in the year before school.
Please make a public commitment to the future of preschool education funding and secure a better future for our children and for Australia. ( Keep Funding 15
Hours, Early Learning Association 2017 Web)
Please click on the link to sign the petition and support guaranteed funding for

POLICIES FOR REVIEW
The Policies that our Committee of Management and staff will be reviewing are:
BUSH KINDER POLICIES:
Extreme Weather Policy

Play Benefit & Risk Policy

Emergency Evacuation Policy

Protective Clothing Policy

Identification & Visibility Policy

Snake Awareness & First Aid Policy

Delivery & Collection of Children Policy

Dogs Policy

