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Dates to

2017

remember
SKPS DISCO:
FRIDAY JUNE 23RD AT SPOTSWOOD FOOTBALL CLUB.
6-8PM

SOUTH KINGSVILLE PRESCHOOL
COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT
MEETINGS
JUNE 20TH
JULY 18TH
AUGUST 15TH
SEPTEMBER 19TH
OCTOBER 17TH
NOVEMBER 21ST
NOVEMBER 28TH (AGM)
DECEMBER 5TH
All meetings are held at the kinder
at 7:30 pm. All welcome.

Welcome to the South Kingsville Preschool Newsletter for Term 2.
There’s a lot going on at kinder with some exciting dates and events in
this edition, along with some important information.

BUSH KINDER
We are very excited to announce that our Bush Kinder program will
begin for our 4 year old groups from 2018. Both groups will attend bush
kinder 1 session a week at Newport Lakes Reserve. Many years of planning and wishing by our wonderful educators has culminated in bush
kinder now becoming a reality for 2018 4 year old groups. Our Committee of Management has also put in a lot of work to ensure this has
come to fruition, with policy work and planning required. Elissa and
Dawn have attended other services bush kinder sessions to observe the
program and requirements to put this in place. The Educators have liased with the Newport Lakes Park Ranger, to plan what will be a very
exciting new chapter for South Kingsville Preschool. For families of children who attend the kinder for 2018, there will be a lot of information
provided at our AGM and included in their enrolment packs at the end of
the year.

3 YEAR OLD ENROLMENTS OPEN
Enrolments for our 3 year old Cockatoo group for 2019 commencement
are now OPEN! If you have a child that you would like to attend our kinder in 2019 for 3 year old kinder, please download, print and fill out an
enrolment form from our website (or below) or come in to the office or
ask the educators for one.
SKPS 3 year old enrolment form

A REMINDER : Now that winter has hit us, just a reminder from our Educators, that if your child is unwell, they should not attend kinder. Families need to keep in mind that each kinder session requires their child to
be outside and if they are not well enough to be outside playing, then
maybe they would benefit from a day at home.

From the
President

Wow Term 2 – it’s starting to get chilly! What an amazing term we have had at
South Kingsville.

We are pleased to share that Louisa from our committee has been leading the
applications for grants and we have been successful in receiving grants from
Momentum Energy Junior Landcare which will be utilised in the outdoor space
our children enjoy. We are awaiting the outcome from other grants and look
forward to sharing great news with you all.

Open day was a fantastic event; thank you to all those who mailed flyers in the
local community area, baked goodies, BBQ’d sausages and supported us on
the day. It was delightful to hear the excitement from the children as they discovered each of the activities.

A big thank you to our wonderful Educators for arranging and hosting with our
little ones a beautiful Mother’s Day event. There were a few tears at the Rosella group afternoon tea, with the heartfelt Mother’s Day presentation.
We are also pleased to welcome Fiona to our SKPS family in the office. Fiona is
replacing Janet who is currently on a well-deserved break.

As a SKPS family, you are automatically a member of our committee and are
welcome to attend any of our meetings. We would be delighted to see you and
are looking for some additional committee members if you are interested in
volunteering please speak with one of the committee.
Finally, again a huge thanks to the committee for their contributions during
this busy term!
Enjoy the holidays and we look forward to seeing you all again in term 2
Bek

Policy Update
VICTORIAN CHILD SAFE STANDARDS
The Victorian Government has introduced child safe standards to improve the way organisations provide
services for children to prevent and respond to child abuse.
The standards are compulsory for all organisations providing services to children and aim to promote change
in organisations to protect children from child abuse.
To create and maintain a child safe organisation we must comply with the following 7 standards:



Strategies to embed an organisational culture of child safety, including through effective leadership
arrangements.



A child safe policy or statement of commitment to child safety.



A code of conduct that establishes clear expectations for appropriate behaviour with children.



Screening, supervision, training and other human resources practices that reduce the risk of child
abuse by new and existing personnel.



Processes for responding to and reporting suspected child abuse.



Strategies to identify and reduce or remove risks of child abuse.



Strategies to promote the participation and empowerment of children.

In complying with the standards we also must include the following principles:


Promoting the cultural safety of aboriginal children



Promoting the cultural safety of children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds



Promoting the safety of children with a disability

The Committee of Management have reviewed our Code of Conduct Policy to reflect our ongoing commitment to child safety and the child safe standards. We have also adopted a Child Safe Policy that incorporates
the requirements of the new standards. These are available on our website.
We plan to review South Kingsville Preschool’s Philosophy to ensure it reflects our practices in regards to
Child Safety.
Our educators have completed professional development in regards to child abuse, the new standards, mandatory reporting and are competent of the pathway of reporting any child safety issues.
As an organisation we have many other strategies that are embedded in our practices to comply with these
standards and are committed to continue to review these practices.
The latest Policies that are being reviewed by the Committee of Management are:


Curriculum Development Policy

Enrolment & Orientation Policy



Delivery & Collection of Children Policy

Road Safety & Transport Policy

The Committee and Educators have also been reviewing the policies for Bush Kinder next year. These will be
on our website soon.

Fundraising 2017
It has been a busy term for Fundraising at South Kingsville Preschool, with a lot of fun events happening and
more to come!

On April the 29th we had a very successful Open Day with lots of past, current and future families attending and
enjoying all the fun that was on offer. Our kinder was presented beautifully thanks to the hard work of the staff
and committee members. $410 was raised which is a bonus for the day. Thank you to all who supported and
contributed with goods to the cake stall.

A very big thankyou to everyone who gave up time on their weekend to attend the working bee on May 21st.
Many chores were done, mainly jobs in the playground like: refilling of the sandpit, sweeping the fake grass, replacing rocks and general maintenance to the area.

Fundraising 2017

KINDER DISCO: To be held at Spotswood Football Club on Friday June 23rd, with kids entertainment
and fun for all.
KIDS MOVIE NIGHT: In the planning for August
PLATE DECORATING FUNDRAISER: Look out for this in the coming weeks.
PRE CHRISTMAS SHOPPING TOUR: Coming up in October. A great chance to cut some costs from the Christmas shopping budget with an outlet tour filled with bargains. Outlets include; Kids & Adults clothing and footwear, Homewares, Toys, linen, luggage & leather goods, Cosmetics and skin care and much more! The day includes bus pick up from Kinder which will take us to various outlets, morning tea & lunch provided. Costs and
date to be confirmed, enquiries are underway.
If anyone has any ideas on how we can continue to raise funds please email Brooke
brooke.gooch@team.telstra.com

Brooke Gooch
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THREE YEAR OLD GROUP
COCKATOOS
Lisa & Rachel
We have had a great start to term 2, the children returned to kinder happy and excited to explore the kinder activities and
reconnect with their peers. Term 2 started smoothly with the arrival of two new children who have settled in very well. The
children have been busy making their mother’s day cards and gifts which were given to their mums on our Mother’s Day
afternoon tea which we hosted at kinder. On this day, the children made cupcakes to share with their mother’s. Thank you to
all the mum’s who were able to attend.
This term the children have been busy exploring the camp site, later the office and hospital which has been set up in the
home corner. These type of imaginary play experiences allow the children the possibilities to explore different identities,
roles, create stories, practice their communication skills and join in play with other children.
Children are enjoying playing games, such as the shopping game, domino’s, zingo (a form of bingo) and the snail race. While
playing games the children are learning to take turns, follow rules, concentrate, persevere and enjoy each other’s company.
This term we have been concentrating on developing the children’s fine motor skills in many different ways such as using
playdough with different utensils such as scissors and cookie cutters. Pasting and painting with different materials and tools.
We have been threading, beading and sewing with the children. We have used tap tap boards and many different types of
manipulative equipment such as magnetic clips, shapes and duplo.
We have been focused on trying to develop children’s gross motor skills through movement and songs activities. While out in
the yard we encourage the children to climb the tree, or A frames, the fort and go down the slide. We use bikes, scooters,
balls and hoops to promote large body actions to help children develop their fundamental motors skills necessary to hop,
jump and skip.
During our mat time sessions, we have enjoyed listening, singing and talking to children about their favourite song. Each child
will have the opportunity to bring in their favourite song and add it to the Cockatoo children’s favourite song book.
We have been enjoying listening to a number of teddy bear stories and soon will host a teddy bears picnic for the children.
On this day, the children are able to bring in their favourite teddy and show them around the kinder, share games, fun, and
dance together.
Thank you to the children and families for a wonderful term 2 and we look forward to what term 3 may bring.

Lisa and Rachel
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Lisa & Rachel

Term 2 Newsletter

FOUR YEAR OLD GROUPS
KOOKABURRAS
Elissa, Dawn & Tina
Term 2 has gone extremely fast with the children being confident and curious learners. The children have grown in their
confidence as they learn task procedures, exercise imagination and help solve problems and they learn to stay alert and
involved.
We have covered many areas of interest with the children directing their learning. A part of this learning has included being inclusive, valuing others, increasing their understanding on different cultures, values, and respecting diversity. This all
increases the child’s sense of belonging to their family, community and the kindergarten. We celebrated Harmony Day at
the end of Term 1 with our families, by sharing a shared lunch. This was a great way to involve all of our families and to
form connections within our community. The central message for Harmony Day is that ‘everyone belongs’, reinforcing the
importance of inclusiveness to all Australians. ANZAC Day was celebrated with the children to build upon their understanding of the life and times of Australia and its people. We looked at pictures, medals, where soldiers travelled, how the community in Australia baked ANZAC cookies, what they were packed in and how they
travelled to reach the soldiers. Story books were shared giving the children another perspective of war.
Mother’s day night was successful, with mum and grandmothers attending kinder at night time. It is
really a nice way to connect with other mothers and grandmothers in our community. The children were very excited about sharing a night at kinder and participating in all of the experiences set out for them. The children planted daffodil’s and have been
speaking about their progress, while reflecting on the time they planted them with their mum.
We have been reading about Ramadan and how other people in our community
celebrate special occasions with their family. Ibrahim was very kind in sharing
his story with his peers and proudly showing his prayer mat with us. Embracing
diversity is an important key element in our program.
At the start of the term we had a visit from the Melbourne Museum who shared their knowledge about
Dinosaurs and fossils. It a great hands on experience, where the children had the opportunity to ask questions, seek to
understand more about dinosaurs, and build on their own knowledge. The children put together a replica of a dinosaur’s
skull, feet and leg to get an understanding of the size of one, touched fossils, and learnt about ancient times.
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FOUR YEAR OLD GROUPS
KOOKABURRAS
Elissa, Dawn & Tina
Being outside exploring and taking calculating risks is important for all children. Our visit to Newport Lakes Reserve allowed
children to explore, discover and take on challenges. The children had an amazing time at the reserve, stepping over the
stones over water, looking for turtles, observing the birds all around us, following signs, learning about the flora in the Reserve, climbing trees, running, and playing games. The children did such an amazing job walking around the Reserve listening
to Andrew Ranger and the knowledge he shared, asking questions, and being curious about our environment.

The natural environment and how we can look after it has been a topic of discussion. The children have been observing rubbish and its implications on our water ways, sea life and landfills. We have discussed ways in which we can improve looking
after our environment and what we can do both at kinder and in the home. Composting, worm farms, water tanks, recycling,
planting trees and shrubs, respect.
The children have been doing a lot of recycling with their creative flair at the arts and craft table. Lots of houses, boats, flags
and master pieces have been created with a variety of recycled goods.
The children have been busy being sustainable at kinder by harvesting their own crop of vegetables and using the food in our
own cooking. The children have also been putting their food scraps into the worm farm and giving the chickens the vegetable
scraps.

With our focus on sustainability we endeavour for the children to become aware of the impact we can have on the local environment. We want the children to learn ways we can care for the environment and contribute to a sustainable future.
Still life painting has allowed the children to interpret what they see and paint it. It can show
us a new way of looking at the ordinary objects around us. The children have done a great
job of their interpretations.
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The local firefighter visited kinder and the children had the opportunity to squirt the water from the hose and have a look
inside the fire engine. This is a great community connection and for the children to learn about ways in which they can belong.

New discoveries have been made, the children have questioned, shared, cooperated, challenged their own learning and skills,
made new friends, built, constructed, counted, identified, communicated, expressed their ideas and suggestions, built resilience, concentrated, problem solved and mastered many tasks. Yes play is a hard day’s work.

Elissa, Dawn & Tina
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FOUR YEAR OLD GROUPS
ROSELLAS
Emma, Dawn, Rachel & Robyn
Term 2 has been busy and productive. We have welcomed five new children to the Rosella group and all have settled in very
well.
Since our last newsletter we have had a few incursions. We had Andrew, the ranger from Newport lakes, come in and talk to
us about snakes and what to do if we saw one as well as general safety when down at Newport Lakes. We then had Responsible Pet Ownership Incursion where we learnt what to do when around dogs we don’t know. We were taught – No owner,
No Lead, No touch.

ENGAGING WITH OUR COMMUNITY WORKERS
We had our local fireman Pete and his colleagues visit the kinder in his fire truck and the children each had a go at squirting
the hose and going inside the fire truck. It was a fun and exciting time and we talked about the importance of our fire brigade and community workers.
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During term two we have had the museum come and visit with big dinosaur bones and an informative session about fossils and dinosaurs. The children learnt about ancient times and reconstructed a dinosaur leg bone and held fossils and
dinosaur poo!

We celebrated Anzac day and the children learnt about the importance of remembering those who fought for our country. The children made poppies using collage materials and we read stories and spoke about soldiers and war and of
course we made Anzac biscuits.
We spent a lot of time preparing mother’s day gifts with the children – they made beautiful necklaces and told me about
why their mum is the best mum EVER…… hopefully these cards will be put away as a memory for years to come as all the
mums remember the beautiful innocent words of their gorgeous children.
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A focus on friendships and feelings
We will be focusing on friendships in the coming weeks as we work with integrating our new friends into the group and
remind each other about the importance of friendships as well as ours and others feelings.

How do you think these children feel?
HAPPY? SAD?
SCARED? WORRIED?
ANGRY?

NEWPORT
LAKES
We had an excursion to Newport Lakes
and a tour around with Andrew, the park
ranger. The children had an awesome
day engaging with nature and exploring
the lakes, rolling down hills and climbing
trees.
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EDUCATION WEEK – ‘ Healthy Mind, Healthy Body’
During education week we made healthy pizza’s, visited Newport Lakes and participated in yoga sessions as well as incorporating our usual kindergarten program with art, reading, dance and more…. celebrating the ‘Healthy Mind, Healthy body”
theme.

As winter has arrived, just a reminder of the exclusion periods of
illnesses at South Kingsville Preschool. Taken from SKPS Dealing with Infectious Diseases
Policy 2016

The following table indicates the minimum period of exclusion from schools and children’s service centres required for infectious diseases cases and contacts as prescribed under Regulations 13 and 14 of
the Health (Infectious Diseases) Regulations 2001 – Schedule 6. In this schedule, ‘medical certificate’
means a certificate of a registered medical practitioner.

