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Dates to

2016

remember
End of 2016 dates:
AGM
Monday November 28th 7pm
at kinder
KOOKABURRA GROUP
Tuesday December 13th:
End of year celebration
Monday 19th December:
Last day at kinder
ROSELLA GROUP
Wednesday December 14th:
End of year celebration
Thursday December 15th:
Last day at kinder
COCKATOO GROUP
Thursday December 15th:
Last day for Cockatoos at
Altona Miniature Railway
10am
ORIENTATION DATE FOR 2017
Thursday December 15th
Kookaburra group: 1:45-2:30
Rosella group: 2:45-3:30
Cockatoo group: 3:45-4:30

Welcome to our final newsletter for 2016.
The year is quickly coming to a close and the excitement of Christmas and the summer holidays is building.
There is a lot happening here at kinder, and the children have been
very busy, as you will read in the group reports.
Please take note of the important dates on this page for each
groups end of year celebrations and last days at kinder.
Also note the Orientation dates for children who are moving up to
4 year old kinder next year and for siblings and new families who
are joining the kinder next year.
Everyone is welcome at our Annual General Meeting at 7pm at
kinder on Monday November 28th. Come along and get involved
in your child’s important kinder years by joining as a member of
our Committee of Management for 2017. As we are a kinder managed by a Committee of Management, it is a very rewarding way to
be involved, where you can meet new people, learn new skills and
make a difference. Also on the night there will be lots of information for families, your child’s information pack to collect and
supper is provided.
To the families leaving South Kingsville Preschool, some of you
after many years being involved at the kinder, we wish your family
all the best for the future.
The educators and staff at South Kingsville Preschool would like to
wish our kinder families a Merry Christmas , Happy New Year and a
safe, happy holiday.

From the
President

THANKYOU
Thankyou to Carly Collins for
organising and cataloguing
the kinder library. She has
put in a massive effort and
now the library is functional
and easy to use.

I always find this time of year brings a little tear to my eye, our children
have just had one of the most amazing years of their life. They have
forged friendships, developed amazing life skills and are now ready for
the next phase, school.
So really all that is left to be said for 2016 are the thankyous Without
the dedication of all of our amazing staff and committee, South Kingsville Preschool simply couldn’t operate.
A big thanks to our behind the scenes ladies, Janet and Sue. My role
would have been impossible and not nearly as much fun without you so
thank you.
To our dedicated, passionate and hard working educators, Elissa, Dawn,
Tina, Vicki, Emma, Robyn, Lisa and Rachel thank you for your never ending enthusiasm, commitment and love for your career and our children.
An extra big thank you to Elissa for your leadership and devotion, and of
course your patience with me on my journey as President.
Last of all a big thanks for our 2016 Committee members, Craig, Charles,
Carly, Andrea, Fiona, Kelly and Kelly. Without people like you who are
passionate and willing to throw your hat in the ring, we as South Kingsville Preschool, a small independent, community run Preschool, would
simply not be able to operate, so a huge thank you from all of us at
South Kingsville Preschool.
Nicole Spurr
President

Policy Update
VICTORIAN CHILD SAFE STANDARDS
The Victorian Government has introduced child safe standards to improve the way organisations
provide services for children to prevent and respond to child abuse.
The standards are compulsory for all organisations providing services to children and aim to promote change in organisations to protect children from child abuse.
To create and maintain a child safe organisation we must comply with the following 7 standards:
1.

Strategies to embed an organisational culture of child safety, including through effective
leadership arrangements.
2.
A child safe policy or statement of commitment to child safety.
3.
A code of conduct that establishes clear expectations for appropriate behaviour with children.
4.
Screening, supervision, training and other human resources practices that reduce the risk of
child abuse by new and existing personnel.
5.
Processes for responding to and reporting suspected child abuse.
6.
Strategies to identify and reduce or remove risks of child abuse.
7.
Strategies to promote the participation and empowerment of children.
In complying with the standards we also must include the following principles:

Promoting the cultural safety of aboriginal children

Promoting the cultural safety of children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds

Promoting the safety of children with a disability
The Committee of Management have reviewed our Code of Conduct Policy to reflect our ongoing
commitment to child safety and the child safe standards. We have also adopted a Child Safe Policy
that incorporates the requirements of the new standards. These will be available on our website.
Our educators have completed professional development in regards to child abuse, the new standards, mandatory reporting and are competent of the pathway of reporting any child safety issues.
As an organisation we have many other strategies that are embedded in our practices to comply
with these standards and are committed to continue to review these practices.
The latest policies that have been reviewed and updated by our Committee of Management are:
Fees Policy
Dealing with Infectious Diseases Policy
Sun Protection Policy
Emergency Evacuation Policy and Emergency Management Plan
Enrolment and Orientation Policy

SKPS website policies

Fundraising 2016
Thank you so much for all your efforts and fantastic baking that contributed to an outstanding fundraising amount from the annual Bunnings Cake stall. We raised a total of $640.00! A huge
thankyou also goes to the volunteers that kindly donated their time on the day. This event would
not be possible if it wasn't for your support!

Two weeks ago, the students of the South Kingsville Preschool community, came armed with
their pillows and PJ's for the annual movie night. The children spent the night indulging themselves
with pizza whilst watching the movie, 'The Hero of the Colour City'. It was wonderful to see so many
children gather together for this social event. Thank you to my fellow Committee members for making this event once again, special for our children!

If you are considering joining the fundraising Committee for next year, expect to have lots of fun,
meet new people and have the opportunity to continue to make the Kinder a wonderful learning
environment for our children.
Andrea Moscato Fundraising and Events Coordinator

Term 4 Newsletter

THREE YEAR OLD GROUP
COCKATOOS
Lisa & Rachel
Term 4 started off very smoothly, the children were all very happy to be back and catching up with
their peers. The children have all grown and developed into confident, inquisitive learners happy to
socialise and explore the kinder space.
Dinosaur Project
We began the term with a dinosaur project, we asked the children what they knew about dinosaurs
and what they wanted to find out. After a number of weeks investigating and exploring we were able
to conclude our project with the help of Jolyon, Ballad’s dad who was able to come into kinder and
make a large-scale Tyrannosaurus Rex with the class. Thank you to Jolyon and family.
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Silk Worms- Lifecycle
The children have enjoyed watching the silkworms grow and are very good at handling the silkworms with care and respect. Having the silkworms at kinder has allowed the children the opportunity to have many discussions with educators about the silkworm lifecycle and the different stages
they have observed.

National Children’s week
This year we were able to celebrate children’s week with the cockatoo children by making fruit kebabs together and talking to the children about their right to play and be healthy. This discussion
has led our group to explore healthy lifestyles.

We will continue to work on a number of Christmas activities and would like to remind the families
that our last day of kinder will be Thursday 15th December and it will be held at Altona Miniature
railway starting at 10am to midday. Please bring a plate of food to share.
Finally, we would like to take this opportunity to wish all of the cockatoo children and their families
a very merry Christmas and a happy new year. Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to work
with your beautiful children. We look forward to seeing you again next year.
Lisa and Rachel
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FOUR YEAR OLD GROUPS
KOOKABURRAS
Elissa, Dawn & Tina
It’s hard to believe that we are now in the final term of the year. Spring is quickly turning into summer
with some bursts of warmer weather. We’re filling up the tubs for plenty of water play - making and
floating boats, building bridges and children are just enjoying the feeling of cool water.
The children were engrossed with the puppet show: Dreamer in the Deep and fascinated
about how all the puppets worked. The story line had the children
laughing and they discovered many interesting marine life lived in the
ocean. The children then created their own puppets to perform their
very own puppet show in front of their peers.
This term we have discovered many interesting insects and bugs, which has
prompted the children to investigate further. The children have witnessed the silk worms come out of
an egg and grow from a
little black dot into these huge silk worms.
Hopefully they will spin
their silk cocoon soon as their demand for mulberry leaves only continues to increase. In our story it in the very hungry
silkworm! With our chief
insect/bug/spider/ slug leader Dawn, we have
observed a huge spider
and observed it had a happy
face on its back. Tina was nowhere to be seen! We witnessed a parasitic wasp! What is this you ask? It is a wasp who lay their eggs in
or on a caterpillar and the caterpillar becomes its host. Very fascinating! We found a dead dragon fly and have been investigating
what role they have in nature. The children have been looking at our worms and observing some of
the worms have saddles….. Saddles are the part of the worm that holds the worm embryos. So many
interesting facts.. The children created birds and bees using recycled materials and natural materials.
They did an amazing job with their interpretation and creativity of what this will look like. We have
had the children make the worker bee, the drone bee and the very popular queen
bee. Some of the children created the honey cone shapes on their page, whist others
added gumnuts to represent where the bees will get their nectar from.

We have such a curious group of children who are intrigued with nature and what lives amongst it.
This learning is such an important part of a kindergarten setting as it only sets them up to be curious,
confident learners. They children count legs, we listen to the sound the insect sounds with, we make
predictions, we hypothesis as to what we think may happen, we problem solve together, we record
the size of the insects, we investigate further and this is all important learning.

Term 4 Newsletter
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Elissa, Dawn & Tina
OFF TO SCHOOL WE GO
For many families, it is coming up to that time of year where parents of kinder children everywhere
begin to think about their child starting school. It is a bitter sweet moment where many are excited but
as parents you still constantly worry about how they will cope... It is all perfectly normal! Some children
are showing a little anxiety or clinginess to parents which may relate to their own uncertainty about all
the changes about to take place. This is natural and to be expected. Please remember that throughout
the whole starting school process that the teachers at school can only build on the work already done
by parents, as you are their first and most influential teacher.
It is also vitally important to remember that your child is not at school yet, they are still very much kinder children and this should be embraced and continued to be celebrated. Your child still needs to have
large parts of their day where they can play, explore and BE kinder children. The best possible preparation and support you can offer your child is to continue to play and read to them but most of all enjoy
their company.
IDENTITY Children have a strong sense of identity: Children who are confident in who they are, understand their own likes and dislikes, and feel safe and secure in
their environment find it easier to embrace the culture of more formal learning. These
children have the confidence to take risks and discover new things, and as we know
school is full of new exciting possibilities.
CONNECTEDNESS Children are connected with and contribute to their world: Having
the ability to relate to adults outside the family unit, and the ability to relate to other children in a positive manner will ensure that children form strong relationships in their new
school environment. However, it is not only children’s ability to connect with other people
and the community that is important but also the way in which they connect with their
environment. Sustainability and a sense of responsibility and compassion in dealing with
the natural world is vital for a deeper learning throughout life.
WELLBEING Children have a strong sense of wellbeing: Children need the
strength and stamina to make it through a whole day of leaning. The end of a school day can
be incredibly tiring for some children so during the next couple of months we are providing
children with blocks of time to develop not only the quantity of time they spend at a task but
also the quality of effort they put into their work.
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LEARNING Children are confident and involved learners: Having the cognitive skills to cope
with academic demands, concentration and lastly, a curiosity to learn will ensure that children perform
better at school. As said before, we believe that it is important that children know HOW to learn and over
the year we have been focusing on learning dispositions ensuring that children are better prepared for
the classroom. Children need the persistence to continue with a task even when they find it a bit difficult.
COMMUNICATION Children are effective communicators: For children to excel at school
good communication skills are needed. Not only do children need to be able to communicate their own
needs to both their peers and teachers but they need to have good listening skills in order to follow directions and develop an understanding of what is asked of them.

Special Thank You,
Finally, we wish to send a big THANKYOU to all those who have helped with working bee jobs and other
big and small jobs throughout the year, shared your time and energy, and supported our program in a
variety of ways. Your dedication and willingness is certainly appreciated by educators and the children.
We have had an amazing year with this group of children and we will certainly miss them and we look
forward to celebrating with them at the end of the year.

Elissa, Dawn & Tina
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FOUR YEAR OLD GROUPS
ROSELLAS
Emma, Dawn, Rachel & Robyn
Term 4 –wow what a year we have had and it is hard to believe it is almost over. It has been an absolute pleasure to have your child in our Rosella’s group for 2016. We have loved watching them grow
and flourish into the confident and resilient children that you see today. We are sure that the next part
of your child’s learning journey into the new school environment for 2017 and beyond will be as exciting and fulfilling as their kindergarten year has been.
Term 4 also brings to us the Transition to School Statements for all children heading off to school in
2017. These Statements provide both parents and the school with a greater understanding of who the
child is. The information in the Statement, summarises the strengths of a child’s learning and development as they enter school, identifies their individual approaches to learning and interests, and indicates
how the child can be supported to continue learning. The information in the Statement helps Prep
teachers to get to know the children entering their classes before they start; and to plan for each child’s
learning and development when they start school. So they are quite a comprehensive document with a
lot of time and thought going into each of them. Thank you all for your input into these comprehensive
documents.
So far we have had a very busy and productive term, we have been witnessing the transformation of
the silk worms – waiting for them to be engulfed in a cocoon made of silk. We are waiting in anticipation as to what will happen next….. We have looked into various lifecycles and have investigated what
happens in spring –new creatures come out to play - birds, bees, bugs and insects of many varieties and
the flowers begin to bloom. We have planted new veggies in our garden and will hopefully get the opportunity to taste what we grow.
We had an incursion with a theatre company called Dream Puppets and they came to kinder to perform a puppet show called Dreamer in the Deep which was an exciting adventure where Dreamer travelled beneath the ocean and experienced new challenge and adventures. The show reveals the life, behaviour and habitats of a variety of sea creatures and celebrates the diversity of life under the sea.
We have been on an excursion to the Essendon Traffic School – learning about road safety. We had a
loud shirt day to raise money for Taralye Early Intervention, this was a great opportunity to raise
awareness for children who are deaf or hearing impaired. We have enjoyed having parents come in to
sing and dance and also make beautiful necklaces with us – Thankyou Patrick, Rachel, Hannah, Will,
James and Henry (Thomas’ Family) for coming in to perform a variety of musical pieces on violin and
piano, as well as singing and dancing. Also Thankyou to Anna (Lena’s Mum) for sharing her creative
flair and teaching us how to make pom pom necklaces, they looked beautiful. Finally we have just been
having fun and enjoying our time at Kinder with all the friends we have made this year.
We wish all our families the very best for the end of year celebrations and all the best for the New Year.
We hope you enjoyed your time here at South Kingsville Pre School and Thank you for being a part of
our wonderful kinder community and we hope to see some of you back to visit us in the future.
So sadly we say Goodbye and Good luck!
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Loud Shirt Day

Dreamer in the Deep
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Observing the silk
worms

Creating with Anna
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Musical theatre with the
Lawrence family

The Essendon Traffic School November 4th

