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Dates to

2018

remember
IMPORTANT DATES 2018
OPEN DAY
Saturday March 17th
11am-1pm
BUSH KINDER INFORMATION
NIGHT
Tuesday March 20th
5:15pm
BUNNINGS BBQ
Sunday June 10th
KINDER PHOTOS
Kookaburra group—Tuesday
May 15th

Welcome to a new kinder year at South Kingsville Preschool.
We send out a newsletter once per term, where you can see the
dates for events coming up at the kinder, read about what you
child has been up to at kinder in our group reports and hear what
our Committee of Management is working on in our Presidents report.
We had a great attendance at our first social event for the year, the
“Meet & Greet’ at Tumbles Playhouse with lots of families mingling
and having fun.
Our OPEN DAY is coming up on Saturday March 17th from 11am –
1pm. There will be a jumping castle, cake stall, market stalls and
lots of fun for everyone. Our Committee and staff has put in a lot of
work to plan this event, that showcases our wonderful kinder.
Please pass the word around to your friends and neighbours that
this day is on and encourage them to come along.

Rosella Group– Thursday May
17th

Thankyou to the Yarraville Swim Centre for their donation to the
kinder. They kindly donate every year and the funds are very much
appreciated.

Cockatoo Group– Tuesday May
15th & Thursday May 17th

Thankyou also to Toy Playhouse in Newport, for their very generous donation of a balance bike towards our Open Day Raffle.

END OF TERM DATES

Thanks to the Darmanin family (Harry—Cockatoos) for the Bonds
Pack towards the raffle also.

KOOKABURRA GROUP:
Wednesday March 28th
ROSELLA GROUP:
Thursday March 29th
COCKATOO GROUP:
Thursday March 29th

As the first term draws very quickly to a
close, on behalf of the Committee of Management and staff at South Kingsville Preschool, we wish you a Happy Easter and
safe, relaxing holidays.

From the
President

STAFF EMAIL ADDRESSES
Elissa Stafford
Educational Leader
Kookaburra Group
Elissa@skps.vic.edu.au
Emma Mclachlan
Rosella Group
Emma@skps.vic.edu.au
Lisa DiCarlo
Cockatoo Group
Lisa@skps.vic.edu.au
Janet Nicholls
Administration Officer
Janet@skps.vic.edu.au

Welcome to all our South Kingsville Preschool community for 2018! It
has been an exciting term 1 getting to meet you and watching our children, families and educators learning, creating and exploring together.
I’d like to say a big thank you to all those who have joined our 2018
Committee. If you are wondering who is on the committee there is a
framed photo inside the kinder. It's already been a very busy start to the
year. We are starting to review some of the kinder policies and starting
to work on the Quality Improvement Plan. The big project for the kinder
this year is to renovate the outside deck area so that the space is better
utilised.
Thank you to Nancy our fundraising/events coordinator who has been
very busy behind the scenes organising the Meet and Greet at Tumbles
and the up and coming Open Day. I know I am looking forward to the
cake stall!
As a SKPS family, you are welcome to attend our committee meetings
which are help in the 3rd Monday of the month. If you have any ideas or
would like to help, please have a chat to myself or one of our committee
members. Alternatively, you can email me at president@vic.edu.au .

Sue Buckle
Administration Assistant
Sue@skps.vic.edu.au

Louisa Bear
President

Fundraising 2018
Meet and Greet
This year the Meet and Greet Night was held at Tumbles Playhouse in Williamstown. While parents
mingled, children had a blast climbing, sliding and jumping around with their kinder friends.
Thanks to all the families and teachers who attended the evening. We look forward to more fun
filled gatherings throughout the year.

Upcoming Events ...
Open Day
Please come along to the Open Day on Saturday 17 March at 11am – 1pm. There will be a jumping
castle, cake stall, sausage sizzle, market stalls and more. Oh and not to forget the major raffle, where
you will have the chance to win the latest edition MINI MICRO DELUXE SCOOTER! A special thank
you to Micro for their generous donation.
Our cake stall is one of the attractions that we are hoping our South Kingsville families can help with.
If you would like to do some baking for our cake stall, Keep an eye out for the cake packs at kinder in
the next couple of weeks

Bunnings BBQ – Sunday 10 June
Further details to come
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THREE YEAR OLD GROUP
COCKATOOS
Lisa & Rachel
We have had a marvellous start to Term 1, the cockatoo children and educators have begun to develop
trusting relationships. Both Rachel and l have enjoyed getting to know the children and their lovely
families.
In Term 1 our main goals are to help the children separate from their families with ease. We try to help
the children build secure attachments with educators as well as assist them to develop their emerging
independence. The children have responded well to a pictorial daily schedule, and often refer to then
when they are feeling concerned or upset.
The children have shown interest in imaginative play such as playing in the home corner and caring for
our baby dolls outdoors. This type of play allows the children to explore different identities as well as
build on their imagination, communication and negotiating skills.
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The children have enjoyed the book corner, puzzles and our numeracy and literacy areas, here they
can build on their concentration skills and begin to feel comfortable playing alongside their peers.

Sensory experiences such as playdough and sand/ water activity has been very popular and the children can explore learning through their senses. Art experiences such as painting, drawing and collage activities have also kept a number of children focused for short periods and able to develop
their creativity.
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Out in the yard the children have enjoyed looking after the chickens, driving the pretend bus, practicing their climbing skills, playing in the sandpit, riding the bikes, scooters and playing frisbee and
basketball.
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THREE YEAR OLD GROUPS
COCKATOOS
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Another part of our program is group time which allows the children the opportunity to listen to stories and learn different songs, which the children have enjoyed immensely. We have sung songs
such as `5 little ducks’ and `5 cheeky monkeys’. The children had the opportunity to act out the
songs ask your child which one was their favourite song.

Finally, we wish all of our families a safe, happy holiday and we look forward to seeing them next
term.
Lisa and Rachel
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FOUR YEAR OLD GROUPS
KOOKABURRAS
Elissa, Dawn & Tina
The Kookaburra children have been powering forward since the commencement of the
term. The children are all pretty well settled now and are becoming active learners in
the program. Friendships are definitely growing and forming which indicates that the
children are feeling more relaxed with each other in regards to sharing ideas in play.
We have been focusing on belonging, which acknowledges the children’s interdependence with others and the basis of relationships in defining identities. Relationships in
early childhood are crucial to a sense of belonging. We are continuing to get to know
the children, and learning about the things that they enjoy and are interested in, and their individual
personalities and dispositions. It really is an important time as we get to learn about what is special in
their lives, and the things that they like to share with us that mean something to them. We have been
discussing who belongs in our family and what we like to do with our family. This ties in nicely with our
sense of belonging.
Lots of discussions surrounding bugs, spider’s bees have been a highlight. The children are so interested to find out more about these interesting creatures. Ben, Percy’s dad shared his knowledge on bees with the children. The children have created
bees and hives and reflected on their knowledge.
We have had Nikola, from the Responsible pet Ownership Program join us at kinder and
share important information with us regarding how to stay safe around dogs. This information will be an important tool when we go to bush Kinder next term.
Ranger Andrew from the Hobson’s Bay City Council will visit us in the last week of term
to discuss how we can keep safe in the bush. This will reflect on what we can do whilst
at Newport lakes Reserve and how to keep safe.
The children have been experimenting with different fruits each week as we continue to
talk about healthy eating. It’s great to see the children trying new foods. We have had the
opportunity to try watermelon, oranges, passionfruit and we have been very fortunate
with families bringing in their abundance of cherry tomatoes.

We have been extremely busy with our program, cooking, building, painting, pasting,
constructing making and lots more. The children have been exploring and investigating
the outdoors, including the mud patch. The children have shown such delight and confidence when engaging in this sensory experience.
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FOUR YEAR OLD GROUPS
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Elissa, Dawn & Tina
We thank all the parents who have made suggestions to our program, who have shared ideas with the
educators, who have spoken about their child’s interests. The planning book is for parents and children’s comments and we encourage families to be actively involved in this. Programming for your children is always evolving and the program book is definitely a work in progress as things happen and we
note down children’s learning. Sit and take a browse through it.
We hope the children are sharing many positive, happy stories and they are enthusiastic to return to
kinder.
Elissa, Dawn and Tina.
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FOUR YEAR OLD GROUPS
ROSELLAS
Emma, Dawn, Rachel & Robyn
The Rosella group have settled in beautifully. They are quickly forming new friendships and learning
about the routines of the kinder day. We have seen many very busy and happy children coming in each
day to kinder.
The children are coming in happily and smoothly transitioning from home to kinder. They are picking up
the routines quite quickly and coping with the longer days at kinder. We have been learning about kinder, how to sit and listen at group times with what we call a ‘kinder body’, how to pack up our activities
after we have finished, how to care for our environment and how to use our words when dealing with
difficult social / play situations!
So far we have been doing a page called “All about me” where the children give us there answers to a
couple of simple questions and then draw a self-portrait drawing. We also made “Friendship” soup
after a few children needed some reminders about what it means to be a good friend. For this stage of
the year this was a great whole group activity where everyone had a turn and waited patiently...they
did a great job as for some it is tricky to sit for any length of time at the beginning of the year. We have
also talked about the Chinese New year and made some fried rice. We had an incursion all about being
safe around dogs, called ‘Responsible Pet Education Program.”. We have also started “Fresh Fruit Friday” where we will bring in a fruit or vegetable each week for the children to eat. This is our way of encouraging and promoting healthy eating habits. We have picked the apples from our apple tree and
made yummy apple crumble with them. We have begun planting out our veggie garden, beginning with
zucchini and cauliflower…let’s see how they grow.
Don’t forget to read our programming book which is always outside at the sign in table. There is lots of
photos and words from your children about what we are doing at kinder. If you have any questions or
concerns about how your child is going at kinder please don’t hesitate to ask. Remember our door is
always open – we’d love to have a chat if you need.
Emma, Dawn, Vicky, Robyn and Rachel.
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FRESH FRUIT FRIDAY’S
Promoting healthy eating and encouraging children to try new foods.
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MAKING FRIENDSHIP SOUP

Emma, Dawn, Rachel & Robyn

