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Dates to

2019

remember
SKPS OPEN DAY
Saturday March 30th 9am11am
RANGER ANDREW VISITS
Wednesday March 27th for
Kookaburra & Rosella Group

MELBOURNE MUSEUM
Wednesday April 3rd for

Welcome to South Kingsville Pre School for 2019.
The children in all groups seem to be settling in well and quickly
grasping the routines of the kinder.
Families enjoyed the Welcome picnic a few weeks ago on a lovely
evening in the park.
Our Open Day is on Saturday March 30th, with lots of exciting
things happening.

Kookaburra & Rosella Groups

There will be face painting, a sausage sizzle, jumping castle, major
raffles, a lucky dip and cake stall.

KINDER PHOTOS:

The cake stall on the day, is always very popular, so if you get your
baking hats on and are able to contribute, that would be terrific.

KOOKABURRA GROUP:
Monday May 13th at Bush
Kinder
Tuesday May 14th at kinder
8:15-1:15

Please come along and enjoy the morning and mention to any new
families to come along and see our lovely kinder.
SKPS WINDCHEATERS

ROSELLA GROUP:

Windcheaters with the SKPS name & one of our logo’s will be
available to purchase soon. They will be $15 each and are terrific for your child to wear to kinder in winter.

Thursday May 16th at kinder
8:15-1:15

HARMONY DAY

Friday May 17th at bush Kinder
COCKATOO GROUP:
Tuesday May 14th 1:45-4:45
Thursday May 16th 1:45-4:45

Our kinder groups will be celebrating Harmony Day this week.
The Kookaburra Group will have their morning tea on Wednesday March 20th, the Rosellla Group on Thursday March 21st
and the Cockatoo group will have afternoon tea on Thursday
March 21st.

From the
President

TERM DATES 2019:
Term 1:
30th January—5th April
Term 2:
23rd April-28th June
Term 3:
15th July-20th September
Term 4:
7th October-20th December

Hello and welcome to everyone in our South Kingsville Preschool community. I would like to firstly introduce myself and say that I am excited
and honoured to be elected as President of the Committee of Management for 2019. My name is Rochelle and I have two boys: Harry (4),
who is in the Rosella’s, and Fletcher (2), who will be in the Cockatoos
next year. It has been really lovely to meet so many families during
Term 1 and I look forward to connecting with more families as the year
goes on.
Wow, can you believe Term 1 is nearly at an end. It has been a great
start to the year and so wonderful to see the children settling in well at
kinder and already forming such close bonds with other children and
their educators. Thank you to all the families and educators who attended the Welcome Picnic at Newport Lakes Reserve last month. So many
families took advantage of the beautiful Melbourne weather and came
along for a picnic and chance to connect with other families. It was a
great success with parents mingling and children laughing and playing
together.
It has already been a busy start to the year and I would like to say a big
thank you to everyone who has joined the Committee for 2019. Helen,
our Fundraising and Events Co-ordinator, along with the Committee
have been busy organising our Open Day for March 30 th. It is going to be
a great event and we look forward to seeing you there!

From the
President

South Kingsville Preschool
Emails:
Elissa
Elissa@skps.vic.edu.au

If anyone is interested in coming along to a Committee meeting, they
are held on the third Monday of the month at 7pm. The dates are available on the website. Of course, we welcome ideas any time so if you
have any feedback or would like to help out please feel free to let one
of the Committee members know or alternatively you can email me at
president@skps.vic.edu.au .

Cathy:
Cathy@skps.vic.edu.au
Lisa:
Lisa@skps.vic.edu.au
Louisa:
Louisa@skps.vic.edu.au
Sue:
Sue@skps.vic.edu.au
President:
President@skps.vic.edu.au

Rochelle Darmanin
President

Reportable Conduct Scheme
South Kingsville Pre School over the past few years has been working on the requirements to ensure
we are a child safe kinder. The Educators and Committee of Management are currently reviewing
the Code of Conduct to comply with the new Reportable Conduct Scheme. Both Committee and
staff have had education regarding the schemes and implementation.

Fundraising 2019
Welcome Picnic
This year the Meet and Greet was organised as a picnic at Newport Lakes Reserve. It was a great opportunity for families to interact with other families and a great evening was had by all. Thank you to
all the families and educators who came along.

Fundraising 2019
UPCOMING EVENTS
OPEN DAY
Please come along to the Open Day on Saturday March 30 th from 11am-1pm. There will be a jumping castle, face painting, lucky dip, cake stall, sausage sizzle, art activities and more.
The cake stall is one of the attractions we are hoping our South Kingsville families can help out with.
We are asking for families to please bake something and bring in to kinder to sell at the stall. Please
look out for the packs with all the info that will be near the sign in book at kinder in the next week or
so.
If you are interested in helping out in any other way on the day, volunteers are very much appreciated so please get in touch with a committee member or email president@skps.vic.edu.au

HOT CROSS BUN DRIVE
We will be holding a hot cross bun drive as a fundraiser during the last week of Term 1, so if you are
interested in getting some delicious Bakers Delight hot cross buns look out for the flyer soon!

Term 1 Newsletter

THREE YEAR OLD GROUP
COCKATOOS
Lisa & Rachel
We have had a marvellous start to Term 1, the cockatoo children and educators have begun to develop
respectful and trusting relationships. Both Rachel and l have enjoyed getting to know the children and
their lovely families.
In Term 1 our main goals are to help the children separate from their families with ease. We try to help
the children build secure attachments with educators as well as assist them to develop their emerging
independence. The children have responded well to a pictorial daily schedule, and often refer to this
when they are feeling concerned or upset.
The children have shown interest in imaginative play such as playing in the home corner, mud kitchen
on the porch and caring for our baby dolls. This type of play allows the children to role play and mimic
what they see at home. This type of play builds on their imagination, communication and negotiating
skills.

Term 1 Newsletter

THREE YEAR OLD GROUP
COCKATOOS
Lisa & Rachel

The children have enjoyed the block area, trains and Duplo, here they can build on their concentration skills and begin to feel comfortable playing alongside their peers.
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THREE YEAR OLD GROUP
COCKATOOS
Lisa & Rachel
Sensory experiences such as playdough and sand/ water play has been very popular and the children
can explore learning through their senses. Art experiences such as painting, drawing and collage activities have also kept a number of children focused for short periods and able to develop their creativity.
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THREE YEAR OLD GROUP
COCKATOOS
Lisa & Rachel
Out in the yard the children have enjoyed looking after the chickens, driving the pretend bus, practicing
their climbing skills, playing in the sandpit, riding the bikes, scooters and playing on the fort.

Another part of our program is group time which allows the children the
opportunity to listen to stories and learn different songs, which the children have enjoyed immensely.
We have sung song such as `5 little ducks’ and `5 cheeky monkeys’. The children had the opportunity to
act out the songs ask your child which one was their favourite song.

Finally, we wish all of our families a safe, happy holiday and we look forward to seeing them next term.

Term 1 Newsletter

FOUR YEAR OLD GROUPS
KOOKABURRAS
Elissa, Dawn & Tina
The Kookaburra children have been extremely busy with their learning, whilst shaping their identity and
connections with the community. Friendships are definitely growing and forming which indicates that
the children are feeling more relaxed with each other in regards to sharing ideas in play. We have been
focusing on belonging, which acknowledges the children’s interdependence with others and the basis of
relationships in defining identities. Relationships in early childhood are crucial to a sense of belonging.
The children were given the opportunity to draw their families and share their stories about their families
with their peers. This lead onto many conversations regarding belonging to many groups and our local
community. Children strive for connection and seek belonging – to people,
country, place and communities that help them to learn about local ways of
being. They learn about sharing common values, traditions and practices. As
children experience settings beyond the home and kinship groups in which
they live, their experiences, relationships and connections broaden.
We have been discussing who belongs in our family and what we like to do with our family.
This ties in nicely with our sense of belonging. We will continue investigating this as we will celebrate harmony week. Harmony week is about inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging for everyone. It’s a
day to embrace cultural diversity and reinforce that ‘everyone belongs.’

We have had Nikola, from the Responsible pet Ownership Program join us at kinder
and share important information with us regarding how to stay safe around dogs. This information will
be an important tool when we go to bush Kinder next term.

Ranger Andrew from the Hobson’s Bay City Council will visit us in the last week of term to
discuss how we can keep safe in the bush. This will reflect on what we can do whilst at
Newport lakes Reserve and how to keep safe.
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FOUR YEAR OLD GROUPS
KOOKABURRAS
Elissa, Dawn & Tina
We have introduced Fresh Fruit Monday with the children experimenting different fruits each week. We
continue to talk about healthy eating and for some children try new foods. We have had the opportunity
to try pears, watermelon and strawberries.

One of the areas we have focused on was plastic bags and the impact they have on our sea life. The children looked at and discussed plastic bags in our ocean and how our sea life are mistaking plastic bags as
jelly fish and eating them or getting caught up in them, causing death. The children thought we could
help reduce plastic by stop using plastic bags. During this conversation we also spoke about balloons and
plastic straws and the impact they are having on our sea life and environment. This topic lead onto many
conversations regarding drought, how we can save water, conservation of water and we spoke briefly
about the water cycle, which we will continue to cover.
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FOUR YEAR OLD GROUPS
KOOKABURRAS
Elissa, Dawn & Tina
The children have enjoyed being in the outdoors exploring, imagining and building on their skills. In the
mud kitchen lots of interesting concoctions have been created, the loose parts being popular with children crawling through tunnels and decorations being hung from trees, clothes being washed and hung
out to dry, concerts being performed and many more exciting times.

We thank all the parents who have made suggestions to our program, who have shared ideas with the
educators, who have spoken about their child’s interests. The planning book is for parents and children’s
comments and we encourage families to be actively involved in this. Programming for your children is
always evolving and the program book is definitely a work in progress as things happen and we note
down children’s learning. Sit and take a browse through it.
We will continue to work with the children and observe as they continue to flourish, develop and learn.

Elissa, Dawn & Tina.

Term 1 Newsletter

FOUR YEAR OLD GROUPS
ROSELLAS
Cathy, Dawn, Rachel & Robyn
ROSELLA TERM ONE NEWSLETTER

Hi Everyone,
What a great start we have had to our year! The Rosella group have settled in beautifully. They are
quickly forming new friendships and learning about the routines of the kinder day. We have seen many
very busy and happy children coming in each day to kinder. We look forward to a fantastic year ahead
with lots of fun, learning and growth.

The children are coming in happily and smoothly transitioning from home to kinder. They are picking up
the routines quite quickly and coping with the longer days at kinder. We have been learning about kinder, how to sit and listen at group times, how to pack up our activities after we have finished, how to
care for our environment and how to use our words when dealing with difficult social / play situations!
Thank you Dawn for creating our amazing Birthday Bark. All the materials
used for this beautiful installation were collected from Bush Kinder and
each child has their own leaf that represents their birthday.

Term 1 Newsletter
ROSELLAS
Cathy, Dawn, Rachel & Robyn
The Rosellas are enjoying our special kinder friends, our stick insects and our chickens. Here is Dawn
introducing the Rosellas to the stick insects and discussing their life cycle.

Our other kinder friends are the chickens, Snowflake and Glitter.
Here is Ben sitting on the chicken chair spending some time with
Snowflake.

We have also looked at the life cycle of cicadas. Dawn brought
in some shells from cicadas which the children could look at and
touch, they were fascinated.
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ROSELLAS
Cathy, Dawn, Rachel & Robyn
We have talked about Luna New year. The Rosellas created some amazing Chinese dragons out
of patty pans and various materials. We finished off our Luna New Year celebrations by enjoying
dumplings and spring rolls together.

Tom bought in some chicken eggs and quail eggs from home which was fascinating. We then
looked at the difference between the two eggs, which then lead on to many discussions about
eggs, chickens, quails, what the eggs would taste like and why quails have spotty eggs?! Group
time is a wonderful time to have group discussions about all sorts of topics. It also gives the children the opportunity to give their ideas and to participate in numerous conversations. Tom was
very proud of the eggs!
Autumn has arrived and the leaves are
falling. The Rosellas decided to clean up
our kinder yard and they did a fantastic
job. It was wonderful to see such team
work; raking, sweeping, collecting, tipping and helping each other.
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We had an incursion from ‘The Responsible Pet Ownership Program’
which was all about being safe around dogs. The Program focuses on
teaching students about dog safety:


when dogs should be left alone



things we should not do to dogs



how can you tell if a dog is happy, frightened or angry



a safe way to approach and greet a dog



what to do if approached by an unknown or aggressive dog

We are enjoying ‘Fresh Fruit Friday,’ which is where we will bring in a fruit or
vegetable each week for the children to eat. This is our way of encouraging
and promoting healthy eating habits. The brown pears have been very popular

We have enjoyed a pirate day where the Rosellas created their own treasure
map and pirate ships. They then went in search of treasure with a lot of
success indeed! After such exhausting work we all sat down to enjoy
some pirate fish fingers

Our teddies or soft toys wanted to visit our kinder, so we decided to
have a ‘Teddy Bears’ Picnic.’ We sang songs about teddies, we played with our teddies and we enjoyed
eating Teddy Bear biscuits. We also made our own fairy bread.
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Our Group Times have been very interactive; we have learnt new songs, action songs, enjoyed dancing,
celebrated individual achievements as well as birthdays, enjoyed puppets and had numerous group discussions. We have spent time talking about ‘Our Environment’ how we can look after our beaches, sea
animals and our environment. We have created a ‘beach sensory area’ in the room with sand, water,
shells, posters and books. We also have sea animals swimming around in plastic and nets, this is to help
the children gain an understanding of how to look after our environment.

Don’t forget to look at our Reflections Book which is always located at the sign in table. Our Reflections
Book is a really good snap shot of our time together; our experiences, ideas, interests and quotes from
the Rosellas, photos and our program. Feel free to add any comments in our ‘Parent Feedback box’.

If you have any questions or concerns about how your child is going at kinder please don’t hesitate to
ask. Remember our door is always open.
Thanks,
Cathy, Dawn, Vicki, Robyn and Rachel.
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