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Acknowledgment of Country

South Kingsville Preschool acknowledges the Boon Wurrung people of the Kulin
Nation as the traditional owners of this land. We honour their Elders past and
present and respect the land where we live, learn, and play.

Key Contacts and Communication

Contact Us
South Kingsville Preschool, Phone: 9391 9780, Kinder Mob: 0411 500 389
Email Addresses
e General Enquiries: kinder@skps.vic.edu.au
e Enrolments: Enrolments@skps.vic.edu.au
Teacher Email Addresses
e Lisa- 3yoteacher-Monday to Thursday: lisa@skps.vic.edu.au
e Rachel B - 3yo teacher - Tuesday to Friday: rachel@skps.vic.edu.au
e Kylie - 4yo Kookaburras — Mond, Wed and Thursday: Kylie@skps.vic.edu.au

e Rachaell - 4yo Rosella and 3yo teacher- Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri:
Rachael.l@skps.vic.edu.au

Administration Email Address
¢ Louisa: louisa@skps.vic.edu.au
Parent Communications and feedback

We encourage open communication through emails, scheduled meetings, and program
updates.

Program reflections are emailed, and our program books are always available and on
display.

We encourage feedback and suggestions.
Visit our website for more information and service policies:

https://skps.vic.edu.au/
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Welcome

South Kingsville Pre School offers quality kindergarten programs for 3-5-year-old
children. We are a family oriented, non-profit centre and have served the local
community for over 40 years.

Housed within the vibrant South Kingsville Community Centre, our friendly kindergarten
provides a secure learning environment for your child, which is enriched by our
dedicated and caring staff.

Our Vision and Educational Philosophy

Children are our purpose

We create a nurturing environment where safety, security, fun, and trust thrive, helping
our children explore, discover, and fulfil their potential. We instil confidence, resilience,
skills, and self-belief, empowering them to navigate their expanding world.

Our Learning Environment

We believe in the educational and developmental power of play-based and emergent
curricula that foster fun, creativity, and free thinking. Developing the whole child and
nurturing their well-being through an independent mind, a healthy body, and a
connection to nature is fundamental. Empowering children to be safe and happy while
ensuring equal participation for all is a priority. We believe in the educational power of
allowing children to take controlled risks to learn, grow, and discover their potential.

Families

We hold the belief that a child’s family is their first teacher. Collaborating with families is
essential for the child’s development and growth. Upholding the principles of respect
and care for oneself, others (embracing differences), and the world—is at the core of
our values.

Connection to Land

We believe in building a connection to the land, recognising and valuing our shared
history, embedding Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders perspectives into our
curriculum and to actively embrace and share the message of reconciliation
Connection and Collaboration

We prioritise child safety, ensuring a culturally inclusive environment where every child
feels empowered. Our comprehensive Child Safe Environment Policy
https://skps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Child-Safe-Environment-and-

Wellbeing.pdf is available on our website, and hard copies are provided upon request.
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Timetable 2026
Group Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Kookaburras | 8:15am to 8:15am to
(4-year-old 3:45pm 3:45pm
group) Room 1 Room 1
Rosellas 8:15amto 8:15amto
(4-year-old 3:45pm 3:45pm
group) Room 1 Room 1
Cockatoos 8:30am to 8:30am to
(3-year-old 4pm 4pm
groups) Room 2 Room 1
Lorikeets 8:30am to 8:30am to
(3-year-old 4pm 4pm
groups) Room 2 Room 2
Our Team

Committee of Management

As a not for profit, community run kindergarten, South Kingsville ’'s Committee of

Management consists of members who participate in a voluntary capacity to manage

the kindergarten. The Committee is elected each year and works closely with the

service leadership team to manage and support the operation of the kindergarten.

Service Leader: Lisa Di Carlo

Educational Leader: Emma Butler

Kookaburras: Kylie, Renee, Kate and Dawn (currently on long service leave)

Rosellas: Rachael Lambe, Tina and Kate

3-Year-Olds: Cockatoos and Lorikeets: Teachers Lisa, Rachael L and Rachel B, co
educators Erica and Renee

Internal relief staff: Emma Butler, Alejandro (Alex)

Office administration: Louisa Bear

4|Page




SKPS Handbook 2026

Term Dates for 2026

e Term 1: Tuesday, 27th January to Thursday, 2nd April
e Term 2: Monday, 20" April to Friday, 26" June

e Term 3: Monday, 13" July to Friday, 18th September
e Term 4: Monday, 5th October to Friday, 18 December

Start of year: Staggered Intake for the First Days of Kindergarten

For the first couple of days of kindergarten, we recommend a staggered intake, where a
smaller group of children will attend each day. This process helps the children settle
into their new environment more smoothly by allowing them to build relationships with
staff, connect with other children, and begin developing a sense of belonging in the
kindergarten.

A staggered intake also supports those children who may have difficulty separating
from their parents. The staggered intake program will run for two days, after which
normal sessions will begin.

All families will be receiving an email indicating which group your child is in, please ask
one of our educators if you did not receive this email.

A Transition and Information Session for parents will take place providing key
information about your child’s group and their transition into the program. Further
details will be shared with you in the new year.

At this session

Kookaburras:

Group 1: Thursday 29" Jan: 8:15am -3:45pm room 1
Group 2: Monday 2" Feb: 8:15am -3:45pm room 1

Normal sessions will begin on Thursday 5™ February 8:15am -3:45pm room 1- all
children will attend.

Rosellas:
Group 1: Friday 30th Jan: 8:15am -3:45pm room 1
Group 2: Tuesday 3rd Feb: 8:15am -3:45pm room 1

Normal sessions will begin on Friday 6th February 8:15am -3:45pm room 1- all children

will attend
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Lorikeets:

Group 1:

Friday 30t Jan 8:30am -12pm room 2
Tuesday 3rd Feb 12:30pm —4pm room 2
Group 2:

Friday 30th Jan 12:30am -4pm room 2
Tuesday 3rd Feb 8:30pm-12pmroom 2

Normal sessions will begin on Friday 6th February 8:30am -4pm room 2-

Cockatoos:

Group 1:

Monday 2nd Feb 8:30am -12pm room 2
Wednesday 4th Feb 12:30pm -4pm room 1
Group 2:

Monday 2nd Feb 12:30am - 4pm room 2
Wednesday 4th Feb 8:30pm-12pmroom 1

Normal sessions will begin on Monday 9th February 8:30am -4pm room 2

Curriculum: Guiding Documents

At South Kingsville Preschool our learning programs are guided by the Victorian Early
Years Learning (VELDF), Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) and the National Quality
Framework (NQF). The learning outcomes are detailed in these frameworks, and a
summary is provided below.

e EYLF: Early Years Learning Framework
e VEYLDF: Victorian Early Years Learning & Development Framework

Outcomes:
1. Children have a strong sense of identity

Children are connected with and contribute to their world
Children have a strong sense of wellbeing
Children are confident and involved learners

AN

Children are effective communicators
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e NQF: National Quality Framework

Quality Area 1: Program and Practice

Quality Area 2: Children’s Health and Safety
Quality Area 3: Physical Environment

Quality Area 4: Staffing Arrangements

Quality Area 5: Interactions with Children
Quality Area 6: Collaboration and Partnerships
Quality Area 7: Governance and Leadership

We Are an Exceeding NQS Kindergarten

In October 2025, South Kingsville Preschool proudly received an Exceeding National
Quality Standard (NQS) rating following our latest assessment under the National
Quality Framework.

This comprehensive evaluation measures early childhood services against seven key
quality areas that support and promote children's learning, safety, and wellbeing.

Achieving this outstanding result reflects the dedication of our educators, the ongoing
support of our families, and our shared commitment to providing high-quality early
education. We are honoured to be recognised as an Exceeding NQS service and remain
focused on continuous improvement and excellence in everything we do.
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Tips for Starting Kindergarten

Be Positive

Talk with your child about what they will do at kindergarten. Establish a morning routine
and a consistent bedtime for a smoother transition. Reading the class social story can

also support your child with the transition to kindergarten. Social stories will be sent to
kinder families.

Label Belongings
Ensure all items are clearly labelled.
Bags and Lunch/Snack Boxes

Please take a moment to show your child how to pack their bag and encourage them to
help you each morning before kinder. Also, help them practise opening and closing their
lunch box, especially if it's new, as zips, latches, and clips can be tricky and require
coordination and finger strength.

These small routines offer valuable opportunities for your child to build independence,
develop self-help skills, and gain confidence in their abilities. With regular practice,
they’ll feel proud of what they can do and grow in self-esteem.

Goodbye Routine
Discuss a goodbye routine to help your child feel secure.

https://www.startingblocks.gov.au/resources/children-and-services/how-to-support-

your-child-through-early-childhood-education-and-care
Settling In and Separation Tips

Starting kindergarten is a big step, and every child experiences it differently. Our
educators are here to support your family with a gentle, flexible approach to settling in.

For some children, this may be their very first time away from home and familiar faces.
A full 7.5-hour day can feel quite long, especially in a new environment. If your child
finds the transition challenging, we may recommend a staggered start—beginning with
shorter sessions and gradually building up to full days.

As your child grows more comfortable, confident, and connected with their peers and
educators, we’ll work together to extend their time at kindergarten. This plan is always
tailored to your child’s individual needs and can be adjusted along the way.

Arriving on time for the start of kindergarten can make a big difference—it helps children
settle in smoothly and feel more comfortable as they begin their day.
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If our team feels that a gradual transition would help your child feel more secure, your
teacher will reach out to discuss the best path forward—so we can make this journey a
positive one, together.

Packing Spare Clothes

Ensure your child’s bag includes a full set of spare clothes (e.g., socks, underwear, t-
shirt, pants) for any accidents or messy play activities. We recommend a raincoat, a
spare pair of shoes for outdoor activities, and any necessary items such as nappies or
wipes.

Please remember to update the spare clothes in your child’s kindergarten bag to suit the
season. As children grow quickly, it’s also important to check that their spare clothes
still fit comfortably. If your child has had a growth spurt or their current clothes no
longer fit, please replace them with appropriately sized clothing.

Suitable Clothes for Kinder

Children should wear comfortable, weather-appropriate clothing that allows for
freedom of movement and play. We recommend:

e Sturdy, closed-toe shoes for protection and support during activities.
e Clothes that can get dirty during hands-on, messy play.

o T-shirts with long sleeves and long trousers can offer good protection from the
sun

Toileting

Learning to use the toiletis an important milestone, and each child may progress at
their own pace. We support children’s developmental stages and encourage families to
communicate openly about toileting needs. Share any strategies used at home with
your child’s educator and ensure extra supplies, such as nappies, wipes, and a change
of clothes, are available in your child's bag.

Your Child’s Day at Kindergarten

Your child will take part in a range of activities and learning experiences throughout their
day at kindergarten. The routine is consistent but is also flexible to accommodate any
changes to suit the weather, group dynamics, and children’s needs and interests.
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Our sessions are made up of:

¢ Indoor Play: Creative exploration through blocks and building, art, early literacy
activities, fine motor and gross motor activities, numeracy experiences, science
based activities, socio-imaginative experiences,

e Outdoor Play: Physical activities like climbing, digging, running and imaginative
play. The children enjoy out Out and About Program at Edwards Reserve and
other outdoor spaces in our local community.

e Structured Activities: Project work, large and small group times that
incorporate singing, music and movement, stories, and discussions, rest periods
for sown time, and the use of the community centre’s hall for group games and
activities.

Supporting Play Based Learning

Parents are encouraged to engage with their child’s educator about interests and
progress to enhance the tailored learning experience.

There are several ways you can share this information with educators about your child’s
interests, strengths, and progress to help us tailor learning experiences for play based
learning. You’re welcome to share this at the start of the year during the orientation
session and the meet-and-greet sessions.

Our Programs

Play Based Curriculum

Our educators follow the Early Years Learning Framework, emphasising play as the
foundation of learning and development.

Play is a vital part of a child’s growth and development. Through play children learn to
express themselves, experiment, create and make sense of their world.

Play is the foundation of both our three- and four-year-old programs. Our educators
carefully nurture each child’s individuality, creativity, sense of worth and independence.
Programs are developed by

careful observation of the children and are tailored to meet individual needs. Most
importantly, we want your child to gain a passion for life and learning, and to have fun!

At South Kingsville Preschool, we believe that every child is a capable, curious, and
creative learner. Our teaching philosophy is inspired by the theories of Jean Piaget, Lev
Vygotsky, and Howard Gardner, which help us understand how young children grow,
think, and learn.
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We engage children in a rich variety of intentional teaching topics designed to support
their development and wellbeing. These include but are not limited to personal safety—
beginning with our KidsRoar incursion—road awareness, physical activity and
movement, healthy eating, dental hygiene, sun safety, respectful interactions with
animals, and caring for the environment through sustainability practices. Children also
explore their rights as outlined in the Convention on the Rights of the Child and
participate in special events such as Book Week, Science Week, and Children’s Week,
which help deepen their sense of identity and connection to the community.

Family Program Participation

As we place great importance on partnerships with parents and families, we warmly
invite family participation in our program. To be involved, each parent or family member
that would like to participate is required to hold a Volunteer Working with Children
Check, which can be obtained free of charge through the Service Victoria website. We
will also induct you into the service upon your arrival.

There are many opportunities throughout the year to join in and contribute to the
program. You might like to take part in Stay-and-Play sessions, share a special hobby
such as cooking, woodworking, knitting, or yoga, or volunteer to help on excursions. You
might like to bring in your favourite children's book or share a special skill to introduce
to the children.

We also hold special cultural celebration days during the year. If your family has a
cultural tradition or celebration you’d like to share, we would love for you to come in and
explore it with the children.

Toys at Kinder

If your child has a comfort toy that helps them feel safe and settled as they transition
into the program, please feel free to bring it along. We ask that all other toys be left at
home to avoid them getting lost or broken.

Program Documentation

Throughout each term, we take detailed observations of the group and each individual
child. These observations help us identify each child’s strengths, interests, learning,
development, challenges, and dispositions. Based on these insights, your child will be
given one or two specific goals thoughtfully tailored for them and will be shared with you
to ensure we work together in supporting your child’s growth and learning journey. These
goals underpin the weekly plan and the activities and learning experiences you see at
kinder.

You’ll be able to access your child’s learning goals to see what we’re focusing on
together at kinder. This also gives you the opportunity to support these goals at home,
helping to keep things consistent and ensure we’re all working towards the same
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outcomes. Please keep an eye out for updates and communication from us about your
child’s goals throughout the year.

Parent Teacher discussions

We value strong partnerships with families and encourage open communication
throughout the year. We offer two scheduled catch ups annually (start of year and mid
year) to discuss your child’s progress, goals, and experiences at kinder. If at any time
you feel you’d like to talk more about your child’s development, please don’t hesitate to
arrange a time with your child’s teacher. We’re always happy to connect and support
your child’s learning journey together.

Out and About in the Community’ Program

We are excited to introduce our new Out and About in the Community program,
launching in 2026 as the next evolution of our Bush Kinder offering. This initiative
honours our acknowledgement of country and deepens children’s connection to the
land, its traditional custodians, and the living culture that surrounds us.

Inspired by the philosophies and practices of our previous Bush Kinder and immersive
play-based programs, Out and About in the Community takes learning beyond the
classroom and into the heart of our local environment. Children will engage
meaningfully with nature and community—exploring local places, building
relationships, and developing a strong sense of belonging and stewardship.

The program is closely aligned with the Victorian Early Years Learning and Development
Framework (VEYLDF) and exemplifies exceeding practice in early childhood teaching
and learning. It offers rich, authentic experiences that nurture curiosity, resilience, and
a lifelong love of learning.

We will be piloting Out and About in the Community in 2026 and embedding the
program in the following years. It will be implemented across all groups throughout the
year but look different for each group, depending on the ages, abilities and needs of
each set of children.

For more information, please refer to the link below

https://skps.vic.edu.au/out-and-about-in-the-community-program/

Health, Safety, and Wellbeing

Child Safe Standards

South Kingsville Preschool complies with all Child Safe Standards. All staff, volunteers,
students and contractors who work within the service hold a valid Working with
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Children’s Check. Our permanently employed staff engage in Child Protection and
Mandatory Reporting training. Please refer to our Child safe Environment and wellbeing
policy.

https://skps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Child-Safe-Environment-and-
Wellbeing.pdf

Electronic devices at kinder

As part of the Victorian Rapid Child Safety Review, new regulations have been
introduced in 2025 to enhance child safety in early childhood settings. These guidelines
apply to all individuals working directly with children, including educators (casual and
agency), teachers, volunteers, students, allied health professionals, and program
facilitators.

Device Restrictions

To reduce potential risks associated with personal device use, only service-issued
devices may be used to capture images, videos, or recordings of children. Personal
devices such as mobile phones, tablets, or cameras must not be used for this purpose
under any circumstances.

Expectations for Families and Visitors

To support a safe and respectful environment for all children, we kindly ask families and
visitors to observe the following:

e Upon Entry: Please keep personal devices stored in your bag or pocket. Refrain
from taking photos orvideos of your child while on the premises.

o During Participation: Whether you're attending play-and-stay sessions,
volunteering, or joining excursions, personal devices should remain out of use
and stored securely.

e At Events: During celebrations, parties, or service-wide events, we ask that
families avoid using personal devices to capture images or videos. This ensures
privacy and inclusivity for all children and families.

e Urgent Use: If you need to use your device, please step outside the learning
environment to do so, minimising disruption and maintaining the safety and
privacy of all children.

Arrival and Collection of Children
Please ensure you sign your child in at drop off and sign your child out at pick up.
If someone other than an authorised person listed on your child’s emergency pickup list

will be collecting your child, please notify the kindergarten. You can do this by speaking

13|Page



SKPS Handbook 2026

to a staff member in person and completing a written authorisation slip, or by phoning
the kindergarten to provide verbal permission, followed by a confirmation email to give
written consent. Upon collection the person will be asked to show their identification,
they must bring this with them.

Please, make every effort to be punctual for session times. It can be very disruptive and
unsettling to children if you arrive or collect late. A late collection on fee will be applied
in non-emergency situations. Please refer to our delivery and collection of children
policy.

https://skps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/SKPS-QA2-Delivery-and-
Collection-of-Children_April-2024.pdf

Sun Protection

We follow SunSmart guidelines, providing each child with a hat and ensuring sunscreen
is applied. https://skps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/SKPS-Sun-Protection-
Policy-Sep-2024.pdf

During the SunSmart season, please ensure your child wears appropriate SunSmart
clothing. This includes tops that cover the shoulders- no string straps, singlets, or muscle
tops and longer shorts or skirts to help protect skin from the sun. Sunglasses are
optional but can be easily lost or broken.

Children are required to wear sunscreen while outdoors whenever the UV index is 3 or
above. The kindergarten will supply sunscreen for daily use. However, if your child has a
sensitivity or reaction to standard sunscreen, please provide a suitable alternative that
your child can tolerate. Ensure it is clearly labelled with their name so staff can identify
who it belongs to.

Healthy Eating

Please pack wholesome, nutritious foods for your child’s lunchbox. Suitable options
include sandwiches, wraps, sushi, fruit, vegetables, yoghurt, cheese, crackers, dips,
healthy homemade muffins, biscuits or baked goods, protein sources such as meat, fish,
tofu, or legumes, healthy leftovers from the night before like pasta, rice dishes,
meatballs, etc. Warm foods can be sent in a thermos, so they stay hot throughout the
day. In the summer months ice bricks in an insulated lunch box will keep things cool.

We recommend that lollies, chocolates, rollups, sprinkle sandwiches and other sweet
treats be kept at home. This also includes juices, cordials, soft drinks, flavoured milks,
and other high sugar snacks. Please also try to limit the number of prepackaged foods
where possible.
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We encourage and model healthy eating habits throughout our program all year round.
Please refer to our SKPS policy Nutrition, oral health and active play.

https://skps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Nutrition-oral-health-and-active-
play-ELAA-v1.pdf

We are an allergy-aware Kindergarten. Your teachers will inform your group if there
are any children at risk of anaphylaxis and advise on any necessary food

restrictions.

More ideas and information on healthy lunch box ideas:

https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/nutrition-fitness/breakfast-lunches/lunch-
box-ideas

Lunch and Snack Boxes

Please pack two clearly labelled boxes for your child each day:
e One snack box for morning and afternoon snacks
e One lunch box for lunchtime

It can be tricky for children to know what’s for snack and what’s for lunch when
everything is packed together. Separating and labelling the boxes helps children make
the right choices—and supports educators in maintaining smooth routines.

We also encourage you to educate your child about which box is for snacks and which is
for lunch, so they feel confident and prepared during mealtimes.

Nude Food

To support our ongoing commitment to sustainability and reducing waste, we
encourage all families to provide nude food lunch boxes—meals packed without
disposable packaging. This initiative helps protect the environment and reinforces the
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importance of responsible habits for our children's future. As packaging contributes
significantly to landfill and pollution, we ask that no wrappers, plastic bags, or single-
use containers be brought into the service. If packaging is included, children will be
encouraged to return it home. Together, we can foster a cleaner, greener world for the
next generation.

Celebrating Birthdays

When your child celebrates their birthday at kindergarten, we make it a special
occasion! We provide a play dough birthday cake with candles so your child can enjoy
singing happy birthday and blowing out the candles. They will also receive a birthday
certificate, a sticker, and get to sit on a special birthday chair while wearing a birthday
hat.

There’s no need to bring anything to share with the group. We love to make birthdays
special for each child in our own way, so we kindly ask that families don’t bring lollies,
cakes, or gifts to share.

Managing Additional Health Needs

For children with specific health needs—such as anaphylaxis, allergies, asthma, or
other medical conditions—we ask families to work closely with us to develop a
customised risk management plan. This ensures we can provide a safe and supportive
environment tailored to your child’s individual needs.

Your child’s teacher will arrange a time to speak with you to gain a clear understanding
of your child’s condition, including known triggers, typical responses, and the strategies
you use to manage their health. This collaborative conversation helps us align our
approach and ensure consistency between home and kinder.

Please note that all children with a diagnosed medical condition must have a current
action plan signed by their GP. This plan should outline emergency procedures and be
updated regularly to reflect any changes in your child’s health or treatment.

For more information, please refer to the relevant policies.

https://skps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/SKPS-Anaphylaxis-and-Allergic-
Reactions-Version-1.2-June-2024-1.pdf

https://skps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/SKPS-Dealing-with-Medical-
conditions-Version-1.1-June-2024.pdf

https://skps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/SKPS-QA2-Asthma_.pdf
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Incident, Injury, Trauma and Illness

All accidents, injury, illness or trauma that have become apparent whilst your child is at
kindergarten will be documented. The appropriate form will need to be signed by the
authorised adult on collection as an acknowledgement of the event.

The best place for children when they are unwell is at home. We ask families to respect
the welfare of other children and educators by not sending their child/ren when unwell
or have an infectious disease that requires their exclusion from the education and care
service. You will need to inform the service if your child has an infectious disease and
comply with the recommended minimum exclusion periods or as directed by the
National Health and Medical Research Council. For more information on exclusion
periods, please refer to the National Health and Medical Research Council ‘ Staying
Healthy’ document.

https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/about-us/publications/staying-healthy-guidelines#block-

views-block-file-attachments-content-block-1
For more information, please refer to our Incident, Injury and Trauma policy

https://skps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/SKPS-QA2-Incident-Injury-
Trauma-and-lllness_.pdf

Early Start Kindergarten (ESK) - 2026 Update

Early Start Kindergarten (ESK) offers eligible three-year-old children up to 15 hours per
week of free or low-cost kindergarten, delivered by a qualified Early Childhood Teacher.
This program ensures that children from priority groups can access high-quality early
learning in the year before formal kindergarten begins.

Children eligible for ESK include:

J Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children
o Children from refugee or asylum seeker backgrounds
J Children who have had contact with Child Protection

If your child meets any of these criteria, please speak with your teacher or service
provider to discuss enrolment options.

What’s new in 20267 Children who participate in ESK during their three-year-old
kindergarten year will be eligible to access up to 26 hours of four-year-old kindergarten
through the new Pre-Prep model. This expanded offering supports continuity of learning
and ensures children from priority cohorts benefit from two years of play-based
education before school.
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What is Pre-Prep

From 2026, all Victorian funded early childhood education services will start to
deliver Pre-Prep to eligible children from priority cohorts across the state.

Evidence shows 2 years of early childhood education has a stronger positive effect
on children who need extra support, giving them more time to deepen their learning

experience with teachers and educators (visit The evidence behind 2 years and
more time in kindergarten for more information about the benefits of 2 years of

kindergarten and increased hours in the year before school).

Pre-Prep will launch to eligible children from priority cohort groups in 2026 and
2028.

Eligibility information: 2026 Pre-Prep priority cohort group

From 2026, between 16 and 25 hours of Pre-Prep will be available to:

e Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children

e children from a refugee or asylum seeker background

e children who have had contact with Child Protection

e children who were supported by Early Start Kindergarten (ESK) or Access
to Early Learning (AEL) in their Three-Year-Old Kindergarten year.

Pre-Prep hours for this group of priority cohort children increase to up to 30 hours
from 2028.

Two Years of Funded Kindergarten — 2026 Update

The Victorian Government provides funding to kindergarten and long day care services
to deliver two years of high-quality early learning before school. This ensures every child
in Victoria has the opportunity to thrive in their early years.

What does this mean for your child?

Your child can access one funded year of Three-Year-Old Kindergarten (between 5 and
15 hours per week).

They can then access one funded year of Four-Year-Old Kindergarten or Pre-Prep (up to
15 hours per week, or more if enrolled in a Pre-Prep program).

All funded programs are delivered by qualified Early Childhood Teachers and are free of
charge through the Victorian Government’s Free Kinder initiative.
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Important funding guidelines:

Your child can only be enrolled in one funded kindergarten program at a time. Only one
service may claim Free Kinder funding for your child.

If multiple services claim funding for the same child, families may be required to repay
the funding and risk losing their child’s place in one of the programs.

Planning for school transition:

During the Four-Year-Old Kindergarten or Pre-Prep year, teachers work closely with
families to support each child’s transition to school, including preparing a transition
learning and development statement.

Additional year of funded kindergarten:

In some cases, a second year of funded Three-Year-Old or Four-Year-Old Kindergarten
may be considered. This applies when a child shows developmental delays in at least
two outcome areas of the Victorian Early Years Learning and Development Framework
(VEYLDF), and when an additional year is deemed to support better learning outcomes.

To learn more about eligibility and the assessment process for an additional year, visit
the https://www.vic.gov.au/

South Kingsville Child Safe Statement

South Kingsville Preschool is committed to child safety.

We want children to be safe, happy & empowered. We support and respect all children
as well as staff and volunteers. South Kingsville Preschool is committed to the cultural
safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, the cultural safety of children
from a culturally and/or linguistically diverse background and to providing a safe
environment for children with a disability and/or vulnerable children, allowing these
children to participate equally.

Lastly...

We greatly appreciate and encourage families to take an active role in their child's
education and in the activities at kindergarten. We are excited about the upcoming year
and look forward to a joyful and productive experience together with you and your
family!
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What to Bring to Kinder Cheat Sheet

Help your child start the day prepared, comfortable, and ready to learn!

Daily Essentials

Item Details

Backpack Big enough to fit lunch boxes, spare clothes, and a
jumper/jacket. If you struggle to zip it, your child will too!

Let your child help pack their bag each morning. It builds
independence and confidence

One full set for accidents or messy play. Label everything and
Spare Clothes match the season.

Lunch & Snack Snack and lunch in separate boxes
Piece if fruit or veg to share

Follow our Healthy Food and Nude Food guidelines (no
wrappers, please!)

Drink Bottle Water only and clearly labelled
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